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This lefter Is to state my concerns regarding the above dosket number 2007-445-A. | disagree with the possible
decigion to allow “Stretcher Vans™ in South Carolina. First of all, | disagree with the proposal to allow nan certified
personnigl to transport patients via stretcher. Persons requifing strefsher transportation clearly have numerous
medical problems and are unable to even sit in a wheelchair, Due to the medical conditions of these patients, there is
a hecessity for continuous medical monitoring. Thase are pafients who recaive conlinuous medical care In the
nursing home, assisted llving homes, or at home taken care of by home health nurses.  These patients should
receive medical care at leas! from an EMT ~ Basic, not someone certified only In first aid, A graat majority of these
patients are residents at a nureing home because their condition demanded conatent medical monitoring, Yet, there
ls a possibility that they may ba transported by a streteher van without personnel trained {0 handle an emergent
situation, which can happen at any time with these patients. For those patients who do nat require transporiation by
an ambulance, there Is wheelchair van transportation, which is less costly. However, there is only one altendant who
is certified In First Aid and CPR, but there is no medics! equipment onboard except for a First Aid kit. This is
essentially what 2 stretcher van woukd be; the only difference is it would accommodate a stretchar and one more first
aid cerlified attondant. How will these persons be trained to recognize the vast variety of emergent situations that
could arise at any time? [t states In the propoesed regulation that “stretcher van shall not be Used to \ransport a person
who needs ar may need oxygen unless that person physislen has prescrivad oxygen as a self-administered therapy”,
what about the patients who require continuous oxygen and they have dementla and are nof in & state of mind to
administer their own or are to weak and frail to administer their own Oxygen. It also states thal "all storage
companments, supplies and equipment shall be kept clean and sanltery”, it Is misleading as to what supplies and
equipment this is referring 10 since there is no medical equipment or supplies on the van. In the proposed regulation it
2lgo states that "a streteher van shall not contain medical equipment or supplies or display any marking, symbols or
warming devices that imply that it offers medical care or ambulance transportation”, so why would this mode transport
be required for palients who require abvious medical monitoring. The EMS System was created to provide medics!
care and save lives. My concem is that palients that require stretcher are not going to recelve the medical care that
they have a right to and obviously deserve and their lives will be put at risk. | have owned and operated Ashley
Medical Transpon Service since 1291; | saw that there was an enormous need for Nonernergency transportation. My
service provides emergency and nenemergency ambulance transportation, as well as wheelchalr van trangportation,
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the EMS field. Most of these changes have been for the better, until recent times. Now, there are changes belng
made to save money and thal's all good but not when It mesns sacrificing the welfare and safety of another human
belng, whao puts their fives In our hands. Thank you In advance for considering rmy thoughts on this issue.

Thanks,

Ronnie Ashley
Ashlay Medicsl Tranaport Servics, Ina.
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